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NEWS RELEASE
(NOTE TO EDITORS: About 132 children will meet Fredbird, the St. Louis Cardinal's mascot, and
sit on Santa's lap at a holiday party at the Catholic Community Services-Midtown Center from
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday. Dec. 4. The breakfast with Santa, which is sponsored by the
University of Dayton's St. Louis alumni chapter, will be held at the center located at 1202 S. Boyle.
About 30 UD grads will help with arts and crafts, read stories and pass out gifts. For more
information, call Carrie McDonough, a 1994 UD grad, at 314-432-1957.)
WHEN THEY GRADUATE AND MOVE AWAY,
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON ALUMNI CONTINUE A CAMPUS HOLIDAY TRADITION
DAYTON, Ohio - Hosting parties for orphaned children, caroling to the elderly and
reading stories to children are just a few of the ways that alumni from the University of Dayton
are continuing a campus holiday tradition in 22 cities across the United States.
The celebration of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on Dec. 8 is a popular
tradition at the University of Dayton. For 36 years, UD offices have been closed and classes
canceled on Dec. 8 and students have hosted a Christmas celebration for thousands of children
and adults from the community. Last year, about 8,000 people came to campus for the
Christmas on Campus events that include a tree-lighting ceremony, a live nativity scene, a Mass,
concerts, arts and crafts projects, and carnival games.
Alumni are keeping the Christmas on Campus tradition alive with their families and
college friends in Christmas off Campus, an offshoot of the annual celebration.
For example, at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 11, UD graduates living in the Boston area
will host a party for the children living at the Catholic Charities center- a home for orphans
who are waiting to be adopted. "The celebration of the holiday season will be for the children
-the workers of the center- and lastly the University of Dayton which is able, through the
network of alumni, to stretch its arms out to others in need all the way to Boston," said
Kathleen Shea, a '96 UD graduate and organizer of the Boston event.
Alumni in 22 of 26 chapters across the country as well as in Puerto Rico will"recapture
UD's spirit of the season" by celebrating with others in their commu:hities through a variety of
volunteer projects.
For example in Indianapolis, alumni will go caroling, serve refreshments and play bingo
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with the residents of the St. Augustine Home for the aged on Saturday, Dec. 4.
·
On the same day in New York City, UD grads will have a party for the young mothers
and children staying at the Covenant House- a safe haven for homeless youth ..and runaway
'
teens.
In Louisville on Saturday, Dec. 11, UD graduates will be reading stories to the 30
children involved in the St. Ann's Reading Scholars (STARS) - a reading assistance program
for children.
In Pittsburgh on Sunday, Dec. 12, UD alumni will t~am with high school students at
North Catholic High School to host a party for less fortunate children in the area.
For the first time this year, the Christmas Off Campus event reaches all the way to
Puerto Rico where UD alumni will be celebrating with the students of Colegio Coderi - a
school for children and adults, ages 2 to 30, with mental disabilities and Down Syndrome.
Last year about 700 people took part in Christmas off Campus events, according to
Cindy Minnear, project director in UD's alumni relations office. "They're able to continue the
spirit of Ghristmas on Campus from their college days and take that spirit out into their
communities," Minnear said.
UD is a private, co-educational institution, founded by the Society of Mary, a Roman
Catholic order that emphasizes community. Approximately 11,000 graduate and
undergraduate students currently attend UD.
UD alumni c..~apters taking part in Christmas off Campus include Akron/Canton,
Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland, Dayton, Denver, Detroit,
Indianapolis, Louisville, New York, New Jersey, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Puerto Rico,
Rochester, San Francisco, St. Louis, Tampa and Washington D.C./Baltimore.
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For media interviews, call Cindy Minnear at (937) 229-2917. For more information, call
Erika Mattingly at (937) 229-3212

